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Dear Colleague

Learning Difficulties Grant Processes 2011/12

Once again, it has been decided to merge the Carers Grant (Learning Difficulties), Small Grants (Learning Difficulties) and the Learning Disability Development Fund into one process with one form and the same timetable. The amount of grant funding is reduced from last year due to budget pressures. 

Please find attached an application form and criteria.  Funding is available for one year only. The amount of funding available is £110,000.

All applications must be for revenue funding only (no bids for capital) and preferably for new initiatives/developments.  

When completing your application please bear in mind that we are likely to receive a high number of bids and therefore bids for a lower amount may have a higher chance of success.  Please also be realistic about the amount of funding required and do not over state the amount needed, especially when bidding for a project that is not countywide.

No more than two applications will be permitted per organisation.  Larger organisations will need to communicate and prioritise internally before submitting their applications. Appendix 1 of the application form sets out the criteria. 

The timetable is as follows:

Complete applications by:          


29th November 2010

Decision Making Panel by:           
    

17th January 2011

Applicants Notified by:               
            
24th January 2011

Partnership Board notified:                                   
27th January 2011

Project Commences:                                             April 2011                                                            

It has been decided that instead of voting at the Partnership Board that it would be more effective to have a decision making panel.  Members of the panel are likely to be:

· Lucy Beach, Joint Commissioning Manager

· Penny O’Callaghan, Development Manager

· Graham Tyler, Partnership Board, Chair

· Richard North, Carers Support Service Lead

· Seth Gottesman, Voluntary Sector Liaison & Development Manager

· Ray Chandler –family carer

· Judy Davenport – Community Team Manager

In addition there will be a self-advocate panel meeting and their views will be taken into account in the decision making process. They will be using the answer to Question 4 to make their decision. Applications without an answer to Question 4 will not be considered.

Panel members will be making decisions based on the monies available and fit with the criteria but will also be looking to ensure that there is an equitable spread of projects across the County and also across sectors. 

If you have any queries do not hesitate to contact me.

Yours sincerely

Lucy Beach

Joint Commissioning Manager (Learning Difficulties)



