VOLUNTEER SCHEME IS A HUGE SUCCESS
Four new workers are settling well into their volunteer roles with Sussex Police.
The volunteers, who all have learning disabilities, have spent the last month working at Sussex Police's John Street station as part of a pilot scheme.
All four, who are involved with the Grace Eyre charity, have been working in the facilities department every Tuesday either valeting cars or carrying out office work alongside police staff and officers.  Following the success of the month-long pilot scheme this will now continue into the future.
Tanya Macleod who co-ordinates the Employment Project at Grace Eyre developed the Police’s training resources to make them accessible to the 4 volunteers chosen to work on the pilot scheme, and ran an induction course for them over 3 weeks before they started work on site on June 8th. All of the volunteers were asked to work in the Facilities department at the Johns Street station.
She said: "They have settled into the jobs with gusto, with many positive comments on how clean the cars are and how much help we have provided with the mountain of shredding there is to do.  Now the pilot scheme has ended we are very pleased it has been a success for the four volunteers who are now officially Sussex Police volunteers."
 

Chief Inspector Laurence Taylor from Brighton and Hove Neighbourhood Policing Team said: "The pilot of this scheme has proved to be a fantastic success. It is an honour to work with the volunteers from Grace Eyre who have such enthusiasm towards whatever they are asked to do.
 

"They will be a real asset to Sussex Police as volunteers and I hope that we can expand this scheme in the future. As well as supporting the volunteers back into the work place we can learn from them and better understand their needs."
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